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(54) IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS AND PROCESS CARTRIDGE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image 
forming apparatus and a process cartridge which 
correctly inform a user that a developing unit comes to 
the end of its life, before image quality degradation 
regardless of the presence or absence of toner in the 
developing unit. 

SOLUTION: The image forming apparatus has a 
photoreceptor drum 1 , an exposure unit 5 which 
irradiates the photoreceptor drum 1 with modulated light 
according to input image information, and the developing 
unit 1 0 which contacts the photoreceptor drum 1 
carrying an electrostatic latent image formed by the 
exposure unit 5 and renders the electrostatic latent 
image visible with developer transported by a developer 
transportation member. In the image forming apparatus, 
pieces of information about the temperature of the 
developer transportation member and the operating 
times of the developer transportation member are 
integrated and the integration results are stored. Based 
upon the stored results, a user is informed of the replacement time of the developing unit 10. 
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